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ALEXANDRIA.
Mule Transport arriving at Zeitoun Camp.
disturbance, were happily not required; but some of its members, and of the Alexandria Volunteers, among whom were a troop of horse raised by Mr. W. E. Peel of that town and brought to a high pitch of efficiency, took part in the organization of a Camel Transport Corps, which was formed with great rapidity under the auspices of Binbashi (Major) Whit-tingham, of the Prisons Department, early in February, and by its efficiency satisfied the most exacting Anglo-Indian officers. At a later date a Mule Transport Corps was raised for the Dardanelles operations from Jewish refugees from Palestine, commanded by Anglo-Egyptian officers and officials, and did good work. Much military material was turned out by the highly efficient workshops of the Railway Administration, which also sent a corps of its skilled workmen to the Dardanelles. The military importance of "Egypt to the British Empire was never more manifest than in the spring of 1915. The country was at once a training ground for Australasian, Indian and British troops, a bane for the Allied Mediterranean Expoditiontiry Force, and a centre from which contingents could rapidly bo dispatched in any direction. While guarding the Suoz Canal against attack and retaining a sufficient force to deal with any possible internal disturbance, the British War Office was able to detach Indian troops from tho Canal Defence Force for service in France, Mesopotamia, and at the Dardanelles, and to employ the greater
part of tho Australasian Army Corps and of tho East Lancashire Territorial Division in European Turkey. As each force left "Egypt now troops arrived to take its place and go through a course of training in the groat camps round Cairo or near the Canal.
As tho base of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force TCgypt received tho groat majority of the Allied wounded from tho Dardanelles. Certain deficiencies which revealed thornsclvew in the equipment or organization of tho K.A.M.( V wore made good by the Egyptian Sanitary Her-vice and by private initiative. 'Doctors, nurwsr surgeons gave up their time and much of their private practice to the service of tho wounded, uricl tho ladies of tho British and French colonies* most of whom had gone through a limb-aid or hospital course in the early days of tho war, woro unflagging in their attendance at tho hos-pitals, whore their work was highly appreciated*
Throughout this period Oeneral Sir John Maxwell was practically tho Dictator of Egypt. His dictatorship was at once popular and successful: detesting rod tapes handling tho Egyptians with a happy combination of firmness and tact, maintaining excellent rolationH with the Allied or neutral colonies and with tho Sultan, and using the services of British and Egyptian Civil officials with raro judgment, ht> maintained British prestige at a high levcfr through a period of difKiculty and stress, and won the affection of the best elements tho rnnv subjects of King George V*